The study area and its seasonal use by caribou have been described previously (Edmonds 1988) . In general, these caribou are migratory, moving in April or
May from their winter ranges in the forested foothills to summer ranges in the mountains where they calve, summer and breed (Figure 1 ). This behaviour sets this population apart as mountain caribou.
Adult female caribou were captured in winter using tangle nets (DesMeules et al. 1971 ) or a helicopterborne net gun (Barrett et Study area and seasonal distribution of mountain caribou during the study based on radio-collared females.
Example:
Year A November-May total snowfall =1 00 cm [1975] [1976] [1977] [1978] [1979] [1980] [1981] [1982] [1983] [1984] [1985] [1986] [1987] [1988] [1989] (Brown 1988 (Brown , 1989 barren-ground calves by Miller and Broughton (1974) and Miller et al. (1985 Miller et al. ( , 1988 (Brown 1989) and in Spatsizi Wilderness Park in British Columbia (Hatler 1986; Bergerud et al 1984 Bergerud and Page (1987) concluded that late springs (extensive snow cover) prevent wide dispersal of caribou cows away from the abundance of alternate prey and predators at low elevations, and thus result in a higher vulnerability of their calves to predation (i.e., less search area for predators).
In contrast Gauthier (1985) and Hatler (1986) (Gauthier 1985; Hatler 1986 ). Cow/calf pairs localized their movements in early June (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) and did not substantially increase their ranges until after July (Tables 4 and 5 ). Bergerud and Page (1987) Hatler (1986) for RCF in the mountains of Spatsizi Wilderness Park, British Columbia. Brown and Theberge (1985) 
